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We are entering the Season of Epiphany and 

Epiphany means ñmanifestation.ò   It comes 

from Greek roots of ñto show, to displayò and 

occurs on the twelfth day of Christmas.   During 

this season we celebrate three great epiphanies:  

the magi coming to see the Christ child, Jesus 

Baptism in the Jordan River, and his first 

miracle in which he changes water into wine. 

Here are some fun ways in which Epiphany is 

celebrated around the world and some 

interesting things that you may not know.    

1. In ancient lore, the three Kings (Melchior, 

Caspar and Balthazar) represented Europe, 

Arabia and Africa respectively. 

2. There is a tradition in Europe in which a 

sweet bread is made which is called the 

Kingôs ring or the Rosca de reyes.  A small 

figure of Jesus is placed in it.  If you are the 

person who finds it hidden in your piece, you 

are responsible for throwing a party on 

Candlemas in February which celebrates the 

day that Jesus was presented in the temple. 

3. In Greek Orthodox and Eastern Orthodox 

traditions, a priest will bless the waters of 

lakes, rivers, and seas.  He will throw a cross 

into the waters as worshippers try to retrieve 

it.  It is a dive that recalls Jesus baptism in 

the River Jordan by John the Baptist. 

4. Protestants celebrate the Season of Epiphany 

from January 6 to Ash Wednesday. 

5. There is an old Roman Catholic tradition in 

which groups of people dress as the Wise 

Men and are called the Star Singers.  They 

carry a wooden star, sing, and go door to 

door looking for donations for the poor. 

6. In Germany, if the Star Singers come to your 

door, they offer a blessing for your home. If 

you accept, they write 20 * C + M + B + 18 

in chalk above your doorway. The numbers 

represent the year and the letters represent 

the phrase Chrustus mansionem benedictat, 

meaning "God bless this house." 

 

Now that you know a little more about Epiphany 

and have several ideas of how to celebrate, 

enjoy Epiphany by honoring the birth of Christ 

and the presence of the Three Wise Men. 

 

In peace, 

Pastor 
 

http://www.stjameslutheran.com
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WILL WORSHIP this month with the residents of 
Summit Park Assisted Living Center on Sunday, 
January 28th at 2:00 p.m.   

PUB THEOLOGY meets this month at 7:00 pm on 
Tuesday, January 2nd and 16th at Grand River 
Brewery, 117 W Louis Glick Hwy, Jackson, MI  

Join our Dining Out group on:  

January 18th - Buffalo Wild 
Wings, 1247 Boardman, 
Jackson, MI 49202 

 

February 15thðThe Hunt 
Club, 1514 Daniel Rd, Jackson, MI 49202 

March 15thðLuceroôs Mexican, 6258 Jefferson 
Rd, Brooklyn, MI 49230  

 

Please RSVP to Chris Zebarah at 734-790-0671 or 
czebarah@gmail.com . If at least 6 people do not 
RSVP then we will not meet. We have fun and 
fellowship and want you to join us! Itôs also another 
way for you to check out a new restaurant. 

Noisy Offering: Thank 
you for your Noisy 
Offering on Sunday, 
December 17th, we were 
able to donate $65.78  to 
the Immanuel Food Pantry. 

Our next Noisy Offering will be on Sunday, January 
21st and will be designated to the AWARE Shelter.   
Donôt forget to bring your loose change to church with 
you! 

Dear Matt, Joyce, Bill, Marian, Kristi, 
Jim and Virg, 

 
Thanks so much for getting out 
December 9th in the cold and snow to 
volunteer at Immanuel's Food 
Pantry.  Your service to God and His 

people is so very much appreciated.  As usual, the St. 
James "team" did a wonderful job as we served 240 
families.  The Spirit of Christmas was in the air! 

 
Jack - you, Susan and your crew are just awesome 
people to serve every Saturday as you do.  We wish 
you continued success in the coming year.   

 
God Bless every one of you! 

Becky and DeAnna 

Anyone at St James that is interested 
in still volunteering at the Immanuel 
Food Pantry on the 2nd Saturday of 
the month starting in January, please 
contact Jack Gahaganz at 517-745-
7574. 

At Work at St. James  

Godõs Plans...Our Hands  

in December  

Please send us the stats for what you would like to   

report each week, so we can recognize the great work 

done by St. James members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES  

FELLOWSHIP 

OUTREACH 

Type of Outreach December 

Immanuel Food Pantry 240 

Summit Worship 10 

Hospital Visits 2 

Home Communion 4 
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THURSDAY STUDY GROUP 
Led by Susan Thornton 

The first Thursday in the New Year will be January 
4th and I will look forward to seeing you at the 
Thursday Study group at 1:30 in the sanctuary.  Last 
month we explored the 5th century of Christianity, 
which took place while the Roman Empire was 
ending.  This month we will start with St. 
Augustine, a man who we know and who Martin 
Luther often quoted.  We will also learn about the 
monasteries that developed in the 6th century, 
especially St. Benedict and his Rule.  We are 
beholding to them for preserving knowledge 
throughout the Dark Ages which began at the end of 
the 5th Century.  We will also meet Columba who 
was a missionary to Scotland and Pope Gregory I.   
Our reference books this year are The 100 Most 
Important Events in Christian History by Curtis, 
Land and Petersen, Turning Points by Mark A. Noll, 
and The Story of the Bible by Larry Stone, as well 
as other sources.  Please bring a friend.  We will be 
done by 2:30. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

DISCERNMENT: 
An Individual and Community Journey 

 
A One Day Retreat, Saturday, January 27, 2018 
from 9:30am to 3pm.  Open to all interested and 
held at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2301 
Ridgeway Rd (off Horton Rd), Jackson, MI.  Led by 
Lori Tate, DMin., Spiritual Director and Teacher.  
There is no cost, and lunch is provided.  Please 
Register by Monday January, 22nd at 
wpjcjackson@sbcglobal.net or 517-787-4017.   

 
 

LADIES DAY AWAY 

To be held at Cambria Baptist Church on February 
24th from 9:00am-4:00pm.  Cost is $20 before 
January 14, and $25 after January 14th.  Includes 
Lunch from Johnny Tôs and Special Guest Raechel 
Myers.  Call 517-357-4343 to Reserve your spot. 

Post Christmas  
Elves Needed 

The Worship and Music 
Team is asking for some 
help with all of the tasks that 
need to be completed for the Christmas Season.  
Many hands make light work, so if you have signed 
up please remember to stay and help.  Thank you! 
Jan. 1-Jan. 6 
¶ Take down and pack away all except blue 
streamers  

Feb 3 
¶ Take down blue streamers  

Thank you for the generous 
Christmas Gifts and Cards.   
It was all unexpected, and I 
appreciate your kindness.  
Yours In Christ,  
Anna Pedrotte 

EDUCATION 

HELP WANTED 

1/08  Barb Asp 

1/09 Joan Wiegman 

1/11 Jim Mure 

1/13 Doug Brewer 

1/13 Pam Thomas 

1/19 Joyce Anderson 

1/20 Emily Ernst 

1/21 Dale Walker 

1/23 Brian Niemi 

 

 

1/05  Jack & Sue Noren (55) 

1/19 Don & Shirley Pomering (72) 

1/27 Doug & Karen Ernst-Kendall(11) 
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Servant List - January 2018ñFebruary 2018 

  December 31 January 7 January 14 January 21 January 28 

Greeter(s) 
Edna & Jim 

Souder 
Becky Stevick Jeanne Thomas Chuck Thor 

Rae Anne 

Tolonen 

Ushers 
Ken Zebarah &  

Chuck Thor 

Neil & Melinda 

Robb 

Ken Zebarah &  

Chuck Thor 

John Reynolds & 

Roy Kelly 

Jim Souder & 

Joyce Anderson 

Assisting  

Minister 
Pat Reynolds Mike Tackett Pat Reynolds Laura Trombley Deb Schroeder 

Reader Laura Trombley 
Karen Ernst-

Kendall 
Laura Trombley Becky Stevick Mike Tackett 

Projectionist 
Kristi  & Chloe 

Laird 
Help Needed Help Needed 

Kristi  & Chloe 

Laird 
Help Needed 

Fellowship 

Time 
Sara Tackett 

Ida Anderson & 

Rea Anne 

Tolonen 

Chris Zebarah 
Joyce & Bill 

Anderson 
Lois & Roy Kelly 

Counters 

Karen Dale & 

Rae Anne 

Tolonen 

Mike King & Pat 

Reynolds 

Jim Souder & 

Mike King 

Kristi Laird & Sara 

Tackett 

Karen Dale & 

Rae Anne 

Tolonen 

Altar Care Pat Reynolds Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed 

  February 4 February 11 February 18 February 25 

Greeter(s) 
Bill & Joyce 

Anderson 
Karlyn Blank Nancy DeGryse Roy & Lois Kelly 

Ushers 
Neil & Melinda 

Robb 

Ken Zebarah &  

Chuck Thor 

John Reynolds &  

Roy Kelly 

Jim Souder & Joyce 

Anderson 

Assisting 

Minister 
Mike Tackett Laura Trombley Pat Reynolds Laura Trombley 

Reader Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed 

Projectionist Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed 

Fellowship 

Time 
DeAnna McMillin Pat Reynolds Melinda & Neil Robb Matt Schroeder 

Counters 
Mike King & Pat 

Reynolds 

Jim Souder & Mike 

King 

Kristi Laird & Sara 

Tackett 

Karen Dale & Rae 

Anne Tolonen 

Altar Care Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed Help Needed 
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St. James Lutheran 

January 2018 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

31 
  

 1 

  

 2 
9:00amð 

Menôs Breakfast 
 

7:00pm--       
Pub Theology 

 3 
7:00pm--       
Choir Practice 

 4 
1:30pmð 

Thursday Study 
Group 

  

 5 
  

 6 
  

 7 
9:30am--   
Worship 
 

10:45am--  
Adult Forum 

3:30pm--    
Confirmation 

 8 
9:00amð 

Prayer Shawl 
Group 

 

7:00pm--  
Church Council 

  

 9 
9:00amð 

Menôs Breakfast 

  

 10 
7:00pm--       
Choir Practice 

 11 
  

 12 
  

 13 
  

 14 
9:30am--   
Worship 

10:45am--  
Adult Forum 

  

 15 
1:00pmð 

Life Changes 

  

 16 
9:00amð 

Menôs Breakfast 

  

7:00pm--       
Pub Theology 

 17 
7:00pm--       
Choir Practice 

 18 
9:00amð 

Little Dresses 
for Africa 

6:00pmð 

Dining Out at 
Buffalo Wild 
Wings  

 19 
  

 20 
  

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

 21 
Noisy Offering 
9:30am--   
Worship 
 

10:45am--  
Adult Forum 

3:30pm--   
Confirmation 

 22 
  

 23 
9:00amð 

Menôs Breakfast 

  

 24 
7:00pm--       
Choir Practice 

 25 
  

 26 
  

 27 
  

 28 
9:30am--   
Worship 
 

10:45am--  
Congregational 
Meeting 

2:00pmð
Summit      
Worship 

 29 
9:00amð 

Womenôs 
Breakfast 

  

 30 
9:00amð 

Menôs Breakfast 

  

 31 
7:00pm--       
Choir Practice 

1 
  

2 
  

3 
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ñWe are a grace -centered family of faith that  

seeks to know Christ and make Him known. ò 

 

 

Worship with us:  

Sundays  at 9:30 a.m. ï Worship Service with Holy Communion  

                                       Staff Listing:   

 Pastor         Martha Porter -Reid   

Anna Pedrotte      Parish Administrator  

Jim Skrocki      Organist  

JoAnne Gaffney     Choir Director  

Jan Lehman and Robin Vogel        Custodians  

 

 

 

 
 
 
St. James Lutheran Church 
4425 South Jackson Rd. 
Jackson, MI 49201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 
Weõre on the Web! 

Visit us at:\  

http://www.stjameslutheran.com  

_________________________________ 

http://www.stjameslutheran.com

